




Annex (1) 

 

 
Case Definition for Novel Coronavirus 2019-nCoV  

 
 
Suspected 2019-nCoV case is defined as:  
 

A person with upper or lower respiratory illness AND any of the following:   

 A history of travel to China in the 14 days prior to symptom onset.  

 severe acute respiratory infections (SARI)* with no other lab result that explains 

illness 

 The disease occurs in a health care worker who has been working in an environment 

where patients with severe acute respiratory infections are being cared for, without 

regard to place of residence or history of travel.  

 The person develops an unusual or unexpected clinical course, especially sudden 

deterioration despite appropriate treatment, without regard to place of residence or 

history of travel, even if another etiology has been identified that fully explains the 

clinical presentation.  

 Close physical contact with a confirmed case of nCoV infection while that patient 

was symptomatic  

 

 

Confirmed 2019- nCoV Case: 
  
A case with laboratory confirmed diagnostic evidence of nCoV infection.  

 

 

Laboratory Criteria for Diagnosis:  

 Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) from respiratory sample 
Serologic assay in acute & convalescent samples 

 



Patient present with upper or lower respiratory symptoms AND any of the following:

Has cared for/come into contact with an 

individual or animal known or strongly 

suspected to have 2019-nCoV within 14 

days?

Has returned from China in the 

last 14 days?

Possibility of 2019-nCoV
• Admit & isolate preferably under negative pressure/implement strict standard, 

contact & airborne precautions. 
• Collect samples & send to Central lab defined by circular for nCoV PCR testing

severe acute respiratory infections (SARI)* 

with no other lab result that explains 

illness

This flowchart may change as further information emerges.

• Admit & isolate preferably, contact & airborne precautions

• Test for Influenza and all other common respiratory viruses and only if negative then 

suspect 2019-nCoV

*SARI case definition: An Acute respiratory infection with: 
• history of fever or measured fever of >= 38 C 
• and cough 
• with onset within the last 10 days 
• and requires hospitalization Version1/2-2020

2019-nCoV Case Assessment
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